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portant mews of the progress of the Euro-
pean war, extra editions will be issned after
this hour, and before the regular time for the
early edition.

THE PAID FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Tux Mayor yesterday signed the Paid Fire De-
partment bill, as we anticipated that he would,
and the volunteer system, as his Honor
sagely remarks, for 50 many years our pride,
but for the last few years mot so muoh so,
censes to exist. A great pressure was brought
to bear upon the Mayor to induce him to
veto the bill upon pelitical grounds, but Mr,
Fox, we are happy to state, was able to waive
what he not unjustly considered imperfee-
tions that interfered with the rights of the po-
litical party to whieh he belonged, and refused

defeat a great measure for the pablic good
for purely partisan reasons. When we con-
gider how powerful political  infln.
ences  Are, the Mayor is entitled
to great oredit for his action in this matter,
and by appending his signature to the bill he
has gained the good-will of the intelligent
men of all parties, and has proved himsell
to be a public-spirited citizen and officer.
The Mayor ounght to have been met at least
half-way by Councils in his desire to make
the new Paid Department as free as possible
from the influences of mere partisan politics
by securing for each of the political parties
proper representation nupon the Board of Fire
Commissioners. We regret, therefore, that
the Republicans of Belect Council should
bave insisted npon nominating and eleoting
a Democratic commissioner yesterday, for
such a proceeding cannot but cause dissatis-
faction. Mr. George W. Plumly, the Demo-
cratic member of the board elected
by Belect Council, 1s entirely unobjectionable
personally, and will, we believe, make a very
excellent and efficient commissioner, while
his attachment to the Democratic party can-
not be impeached. This, however, does not
alter the principle at stake; and the Demo-
crata should by all means have been permitted
to make their own nomination, and they can
fairly contend that they are not represented
upon the the board so long as the commis-
sieners are exclusively the nominees of the
Republicans. If the Democratic caucns
ghould select a manifestly nnfit person the
Republicans wounld be perfectly justified in
refusing to confirm their nomination; but
unless they do this,” fair play requires that
they should be given no cause for complaint.
We hope sincerely that Common Conncil,
when it elects ils four commissioners to-
morrow, will not follow the example of the
Beleot branch, but that it will give the De-
moorats all they arc entitled to im as liberal
a spirit as is possible.

Our principal fear in regard to the organi-
eation of the Paid Fire Department is that the
Board of Fire Commissioners will allow them-
selves to be induced to purchase or lease more
apparaius than is needed. All the old com-
paniea will undoubtedly endeavor to sell out
to the best advantage, and the city will be
called upon to pay for gewgaws and ginger-
bread work upon machines that for all practi-
eal purposes are worse than useless, The
commissioners ought not to pay sny more
for apparatus than it is worth for actual, efli-
cient working purposes, and all the machinery
used by the new department should be made
as plain and unpattractive as possible, and
every discouragement should be thrown in
the way of unauthorized persons running to
fires or hanging about the engine-houses.

We do not pretend to say that the Paid
Fire Department bill is perfect, and nume-
rous imperfections will doubtless be disco-
vered when it goes into practioal operation.
In its main features, however, it is, we be-
lieve, unobjectionable, and it at least answers
the purpose of finally and forever putting a
quietus to the old volunteer system, which
bhas become an into'erable nunisance. The
citizens of Philadelphia are to be congratn-
lated upon the fact that a great reform has
been accomplisbed by the creation of a Paid
Fire Department, and now the commission-
ers, Couneils, and the public generally shounld
unite in endeavoring to make it as efficient as
ponsible,

—— s

THE INDIAN RING.
I7 bas been charged for years that the Indian
Bureau was notoriously corrupt. Repested
efforts to reform it have been made, but they
have never been completely successful, and
when frands of one description were tempo-
rarily suppressed, a new class of schemes to
plunder the Trewury and cheat the aborigines
were speedily invented. There isWomething
in the very nature of the transactions be.
tween the Government and the Indians which
seems to engender cormption. If a new
appropristion is wade for their relief,
rascally gents pretend that they have
lobbied for it at Washington, and demand a
fion's share of the governmental ponnty
either from the rode sons of the forest gnd
us or from disbursing officers. This prg.
©ose hias been repeated over and over again
until it has enriched successive gensrations
of white jackals. Even when this form of
extortion has not been practised, the intlu-
antial who bave from time to time

is so scant, so rotten, or so unwholesome
that death from starvation or disense ensnes,
our pioneers often regard such resulta sither
with indifferonce or illy-disguised satisfac-
tion. Indeed, it has come to be a settled
axiom in frontier regions that the real mean-
ing of the traditionary policy of our Govern-
ment is to temporize so as to kill the Indians
off gradually, withont causing too muny
bloody wars, and at the same time
to enrich such white favorites
as may be empowered to steal by the rulers at
Washington. In popular parlance, the men
who have made a stndy and practice of such
operations are known as the Indian Ring; and
it seems to be well understood that, although
this ring is occasionally changed in its details,
reorganized, or modified, it perpetuates iteelf
under new forms, and, like other parasites, it
threatens to prolong its existence until the
last Indian or the Government itself expires.
It is mmazing that, in spite of all
the reforms set on foot during the
Inst few years, and in spite of the earnest
efforts of the President and the Indian Com-
mission, this ring should still continue at the
present day frauds s flagrant and rasoalities
as infamous as any which have disgraced its
past history. Such persistence in wrong-
doing ean only be accounted for by the pre.
sumption that the thieves still have accom-
plices in high positions. We hope, however,
in view of the earnest effort now being made
by the Indian Commission and its energetic
chairman, that official roguery will soon be
ferreted out, and that the Augean stables of
the Indian Bureau will be cleaned out at last,
Let it not be said that the ring, in spita of the
manly'fight made against it, is stronger than
the Government itself.

WILL THE RIN(3 SURRENDER?
Avr our advices from various reliable sources
point to the possible loss of Republican power
in our Republican Logislature, in the very
outset of the session. It is clear that the
reckless partisanship heretofore demanded by
the Harrisburg rings will be repudiated by
the coming Legislature, and only by the
wisest connsels and the most judicious mc-
tions can the hopeless disorganization of the
Republican majority be prevented.

Will the ring leaders be admonished in sea-
son ? or will they force the Republican power
to speedy amd utter destruction? No ring
candidate can be successful for any position,
and it is but madness to persist in such
efforts. Who shall preside over the respec-
tive bouses, and who shall be the custodian
of the treasury, the peeple care but little, so
they are honest and competent, and thus
necessarily free from the loathsome taint of
the urscrupulous political jobbers who have
dragged the Republican party to the very
verge of ruin.

If Republican disorganization is forced by
the insatinte demands of the corruptionists,
they will reap a fearful whirlwind. If the
retribution could stop with theirdiscomfiture,
the people of all parties would rejoice; but if
the work of Republican disorgamnization is
once commenced, the measure of its sweep
will reach far beyond those who have invited
the storm, It is known by his official decla-
rations that the Executive is not in sympathy
with the political leeches who have fastened
like festering blots on the Republican party,
and his official approval may be counted on
for any measure necessary to restore the State
to ite ancient integrity.

If the Republicans are permitted to act for
the common interests of the party and of the
State, we shall have capable officers, a liberal
Convention bill, a fair apportionment, and a
ereditable record for the session generally. If
they sre distracted by the imperious demands
of the ring, we may look for a combination
embracing the Demoorats and independent
Republicans to eleet the officers, pass a Con-
vention bill and the apportionments,and in all
probability revise the Registry law of this
city. The only safety for the Republican
party is for the spoilers to retire from the
field snd allow untrammelled Republican
aclion to secure Republican unity,. We can
bardly hope for such a result, but if it cannot
be attained by reason of the power of corrup-
tion, the honest and fearless Republicans owe
it to themselves, to their party, and to the
honor of the State to sanction no aspirations
or purposeés of unworlhy men, no matter by
whom commended. The bright morn of re-
form has dawned atlast in Penosylvania. Do
the tricksters and pretenders understand ?

——

Tux cosvver of the Rev, W, T. Babine, an
Fpiscopal clergymen of New York city, a
few days ago, in refusing to read the burial
sorvice over the remains of the veteran actor,
George Holland, cannot fail te shook all
right-thinking men, no matter what their
opinions in regard to the stage may be. To
say that it was a scandal to Christianity is
expressing in mild terms the disgust that
the jublic at Jarge must experience ut

such & display of pharissical intolerance. |

We are happy to believe, however, that Mr,
Babine is «n exception among the clergy of
Bew York, and the friends of the late setor
wers unfortunate in applying to the one man
amwovg hundreds who had so little apprecia-
tiou of the spirit of the religion

that the charity that suffereth long and is
kind is one of the main principles of Chris-
tianity, and the indignation that has been
excited by his conduct onght to teach him
that such things cannot be done with impu-
nity in this day and generation.
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___ QASB FIXTURES.

CORNELIUS & SONS,

MANUFACTURERS

GAS FIXTURES

Wholesale and Retail

Salesrooms,

No. 821 CHERRY Street

PHILADELPHIA,

We have mo store or salesroom
on Chesnut street.

1115 2mbp CORNELIUS & SONS _
JUST RECEIVED,
A large assortment of
ELEGANT PORCELAIN SHADES
AT LOW PRICES,

READING LIGHTS,
DROF LIGHTS,

tDECORATED SEVRES SHADES, ETC

BAKER, ARNOLD & CO.,

Manufacturers of Gas Fixtures,

No. 710 CHESNUT S8treet,

11 1 8mrp PHILADELPHIA.

LOOKING CGLASSES, ETO.

FOR
LOOKINC-CLASSES,

RELIABLE AND CHEAP.

JAMES 8, EARLE & BONS,

No, 816 CHEBNUT STREET,

OFIOOERIES. ETC.

BETHLEHEM BUCKWHEAT MEAL,

The Cenuine Article,

In half and quarter bbls,, for sale by

JAMES R. WEBB,

B. E Corner WALNUT and EIGHTH,

188 1mrp FPHILADELPHIA,

HRIBTMAS GROCERIES.
Full assortment of every variety of

RAISIN
’brrnou.
OURRANTS,
ommms

RAPES,

PRESERVES, NUTS,

CANNED GOODS,

WINES, OORDIALS, CHAMPAGNES,

FOREIGN AND na‘hu CHEESE, CIGARS,

ALBE ll.'l' C. ROBERTS,
Corner !J..l\'lN'l'ﬂ and VINE Sta,

!1'!

skhll!\ln, l‘thlNli ~BPLENDID SMOOTH
loe o CENTRAL PABK. FIFTEENTH and
WALLACK Btreeta. Open day snd evenlog, Fall

| hand of wusle,
B. BARBER, Proprietor.

|

The Gireat Reductionin the price of Overcoats
al the GREAT BROWN HALL makes It
Worth your while
To embrace the present
Opportunity
To get

A FINE OVERCOAT,

Cheap! Cheap!! Cheapl!!

We do not only sell Overooats, but fine Winter
Clothing of every description s offered

NOwW

At prices which defy competition
Don's forget onr Caustom Department,

YOURS, TRULY,

ﬁt}mﬁmw&m

GREAT BROWN HALI,

603 and 605 CHESNUT STREET.

f[Blth(QGRGS

9.4 CHESTNUTST.

: PHILADELPHIA: PA,

Handsome Goods.
Elegantly Trimmed,
Artistically Cat,
and
Made in the best
STYLE.
Tailors.; Tailors,
Tailors.

READY-MADE
CLOTHINCGC,

Combining Style, Durability, and Excellence of
Workmanship,

JONES’
One-FPrice
ESTABLISHMENT,
No. 604 MARKET STREET,
CEO. W. NIEMANN.

Handsome Garments made to order &t the short
est notice. _Wwiurp

DRY ooona. )

SHAWLS  AND SCARFS.

INDIA
GHORGE. FRYER,
No. 916 CHESNUT STREET,

Has in store & large and elegant stock of INDIA
SUAKFS. Also,

Silks in @reat Variety,
With a stock ol
Rich XImndia and Freoach Fancy
Goods,

diferent In style from any In the city, Purchasers
of Ohristmas presents will do well to examine the
slock belfore pﬂrcbnma 128 lmrp

FINANOIAL.

DREXEL & CO.,

No. 8¢ BOUTH THIRD STREET,

Americam and Forelign Bankers,

DRAWS EXCHANGRE ON LONDON AND PRIN-
CIPAL CITIES OF EUROPE

DEALERS IN

Government and Railroad Securities, '

1, Winthrop & Co., Drezel, Harjes & Oo.,
lln. 18 Wall bireel, No. 8 Rue chn.
New York. ~ Paria.

BOARmNQ. i -

GIRARD STREET, BETWEEN ltLt:-
venth and Twelfth and Ohesnut and Mar.

1121

our Btores.

the season,

We are, truly yours,

The Wine Merchants,

11 11 fmwim

OARPETH\IOU-

Portugal,

Will, early in the season, be found at

H. & A. C. VAN BEIL,

PHILADELPHIA.

AXMINSTERS,
FIRST CLASS.

New Designs

American

ALES,

REEVE L. KNIGHT & SON,

1222
CHESNUT STREET,

1116 mwftll PHILADEBLPHIA.

FURNITURE, ETO.

HOVER’'S
PATENT SOFA BED,

the same as & bedslead.
liable to get out of repalr,
manufacturer and owner,

M. F. HOVYER,

No. 230 SOUTH SECOND STREET,
1% 97 taresirp PHILADELPHIA.

BUY YOUR FURNITURE

GOULID & CO.,
Nos.

AND

LARGEST, UHEAPEST,
THE WORLD,

HOLIDAY QOODS.

HOLIDAY COODS.

Spring Morses,
Rocking Horses,
Children’'s Carriages,

BOYS' SLEDS, WAGONF,
VELOCIPEDES, E-o. Ete,

| H. J. SHILL,

Faciory, No. 226 DOCK Street,
199 4p

BELOW BEXUHANGE

WRIGHT'S
NE PLUS ULTRA

Minced Meat.

Unequalled for Quality.

CAUTION, —Beware of all imilations, as there i
but one WRIGHT iu the market,
DEPOT,
| SUUTHWEST CORNER

ket streets.  Vaoancles for Pamilles and Slugle Gen |

tlemen. Also, s ult of rooms on the second foor,
furnished or anfurnished, with fret-class

Also, table board, 10 S48

board, |

SPRING GARDEN and FRAWKLIN,
SOLD BY ALL GRO EKS. 118 Urp

87 and 30 N. BECOND BStreet

N. E. Corner NINTH and MARKET,

AND BEST STOCK iN
(10 & wrm3mrp

Wishing all many happy returns of

No.1310 CHESNUT 8t.,

CARPETINGS

Manufacture,

Imported Axminsters,

All 0ld and young bachelors, as well as ladies who
keep old mald's ball, are now buving HOVER'S
CELEERATED PATENT SBOFA sRD., Thisis the
only Fofa Bed that can be taken apart to cleanse 1t
All others are unsafe and
Tao be had ouly of the

i T
| matioal, Burveying,

|
|

Only piace In Philadeiphia for sale of
Mason & Hamlin's World-Renowned
Cabinet Organs

Pornhwnut.wummhwuum
part of rental apply. L BURFY

GOULD & FISCHER,

W23 Chesout Mtreot,

1ULS Arch sireot.
J. E GOULD,

WM. G. FISCHER.

w0 STEINWAY & SONS' w2

Grand Square and Upright Pianos,

Bpecial attention 1s called to thelr ne

Parent Siprighs Pianos,

With Doable Iron Frame, Patent Resonator, Tabular
Metal Frame Action, etc, which are
Tone and Touch, and anrivalled in daramill

.
CHARLES BLASIUS,
WAREROOMS,

Ko. 1006 CHESNUT BTREET,
P13 tfrp PHILADELPHIA.

= PATENT

Arvion Piano FFortes,

Warranted to stand in tane longer than any other
Planos in the market.

ALSO, ESTEY'S COTTAGE ORGANS,

With the Jubilant. E. M. BRUOE,
No. 18 North S8E "ENTH Htreet.
Music Bound at lowest rates. 12 9 fmwimrp )

WATOHES, JEWELRY., ETOC.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

Watches,
- Diamonds,
Jewelry, and
Silverware

In Gireat Variety.

A fine assortment of BAND and CHA'N BRACE.
IRTH, OP’RA CHAINB, NECKLACES, Ete. Oar
pilces are nnusually low,

LEWIS LADOMUS & CO,

No, 802 CHESRUT BTREET,
12 16 tj1 PHILADELPHIA.

& TOWER CLOCKS. &

G. W, RUSSELL,

No, 22 NORTH BIXTH SBTREET,

Agent for STEVENS' PATENT TOWER OLOCKS,
both Remontolr & Graham HEscapement, striking

hour only, or striking quarters, and repeating hour
on full chime.

Estimates furnighed on application either persons
ally or by mail R 626

“BRENNAN'S CASKET OF JEWELS.”

Tue Largest, Finest, and Cheapest
STOCK OF JEWELRY IN THE CITY.

JOHN BRENNAN,

12 17 13trp No. 13 8, EIGHTH Street.
WILLIAM B WARNE & ¢o.,
HES le“lmt! AND

smdn

83151
nd floor of No. su OHE-BNU'T Strect,
8. E. corner SEVENTH and CHESNUT suq-u.

. UPHOLS rERY QOO0DS, ETO.

NEWEST DESIGNS
LACE CURTAINS

LAMBREQUINS.
STEVENSON & SCHWEMMER,

No. 1113 CHESNUT Street,
GIRARD ROW,

FINE BORDERED SHADES, -
With best fixtures, put up 100 each,
COMPLETE ASSORI'MENT OF

TABLE and PIANO COVERS.
10 1% wimBSmép

TOBACCO.

RED CLOUD

NAVY TOBACCO.

_

J. A, BLAKE & ©0O,,

SOLE MANUFACTURERS,

No. 1007 MARKET STRBET,
11 11 fiow dmrp Pmb&ﬂmm&

SPECTACLES.
Te Thermomeiors, Mathe

ical and Drawing Ine
SLIGL oL L, #i reduced priced

JAMES W. QUEEN & 00,
Neo, 094 CMESNUT Sgreet,
T 50 mwitep PHILADRLPHIA,




